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Homeschool Qualifications 
Virginia Boys State is one of the most respected educational programs available to high school students and provides the opportunity for 
individuals to gain hands-on experience about our state and local government. Participants cultivate leadership skills and develop pride in 
American citizenship. This year’s American Legion Boys State Program will be held at Hampden-Sydney College in Hampden Sydney, 
VA, June 21-27, 2026. Eligibility is limited to outstanding young men of the junior class who possess and demonstrate leadership, 
character, and honesty. This session marks our 83rd session of our program. 

Home schooling has positively impacted various youth organizations including the Virginia Boys State program. Potential home school 
candidates must have completed the 11th grade successfully. Juniors chosen, have one more year of school remaining (or at least one 
more semester), the program is for exceptional students who have shown strong leadership qualities who can become our leaders and 
scholars in their communities, now and in the future. 

The American Legion’s National Americanism Commission as well as the American Legion Department of Virginia have established 
certain qualifications for prospective Boys State citizens. These two organizations work within the respective program guidelines to ensure 
compliance. 

It is the responsibility of the home schooler’s parents to contact the local American Legion Post to determine when the local 
post will be/is accepting nominees, which will be at the same time local high schools and private schools will be going through 
the selection process. Further, it is the responsibility of the said parents to work with local post in setting up an interview. 

Under no circumstances will a homeschooler be accepted at Virginia Boys State without first having his eleventh-grade courses 
and units completed and acknowledged by his parent or guardian. 

A homeschooler is defined as a student who is not enrolled full time in a public or private school, and is usually taught at home by a 
parent or by a group of parents who teach with either an academic-oriented curriculum. 

Admittance Procedures for Homeschoolers:  
 
The parent must indicate to The American Legion local Adjutant or Boys State Chairman that the student has successfully completed 11th 
grade (or will successfully complete 11th grade by the start of Boys State session at the latest), as a student in good standing in 
compliance with the Virginia Code, § 22.1-254 and § 22.1-254.1 Declaration of policy; requirements for home instruction of 
children.  A copy of the parent’s Notification of Intent to Provide Home Instruction form.  

The parents of the home-schooled applicant can present the document to the local post Commander or Adjutant. Names of these 
Legionnaires can be obtained by contacting the Registrar Denis Confer at 757.403.4261 or registrar@vaboysstate.org. 

The American Legion Interviews of Homeschool Applicants 

It is the responsibility of home school parents to contact the local American Legion Post at the beginning of the school year so they’re 
interviewed with Boys State nominees from the local high schools. All Boys State nominees are interviewed by some forum and home 
schoolers must compete in this process at the specified time. 

All delegates selected to attend Boys State have their tuition paid for by a variety of sponsors; these include The American Legion, public 
and private schools, fraternal, business, civic groups and others. Home schoolers, if selected to attend, receive the same tuition as those 
from other schools. 

The final selection of all Boys State delegates is determined by each individual American Legion post, judging the merits of 
every invited candidate. 

 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Linden Dixon (176) 

6011 Harnsberger Barn Court 

Manassas, VA 20112 

(C) 703-966-0476 

 

Linden Dixon 

Director 

director@vaboysstate.org 
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District Chairperson 
 

1. Bill Stramm (56) 

302 Arnies Loop 

Cape Charles, VA 23310 

(C) (703) 967-8676 

(counties of Accomack and Northampton) 

 
 
 

 
 

2. Mark Antley (280) 

1209 Red Bay Lane 

Chesapeake, VA 23322  

(C) (434) 401-8501 

(cities of Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth 

and Virginia Beach) 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Derrickal Saulsberry (368) 

403 Wiltshire Crescent 

Newport News, VA 23608 

(C) (757) 719-0734 

(cities of Hampton, Newport News, 

Poquoson and Williamsburg and the 

counties of Charles City, Gloucester, James 

City, Kind and Queen, Mathews, King 

William, New Kent and York) 

 

 
4. Denis Confer (57) 

1522 Olde Mill Creek Drive 

Suffolk, VA 23434 

(C) (757) 403-4261 

(cities of Emporia, Franklin, Hopewell, 

Petersburg, and Suffolk and the counties of 

Dinwiddie, Greensville, Isle of Wight, Prince 

George, Southampton, Surry and Sussex) 

 

 
5. Thomas Queck (79)  

P.O. Box 398 

Bracey, VA 23919 

(C) (434) 774-6705 

(city of South Boston and the counties of 

Brunswick, Charlotte, Halifax, Lunenburg, 

Mecklenburg, Nottoway and Prince Edward) 

 

 
 
 

6. Henry Motley (29) 

281 Rambler Drive 

Danville, VA 24541 

(C) (434) 429-1311 

(cities of Danville and Martinsville and the 

counties of Floyd, Franklin, Henry, Patrick, 

and Pittsylvania) 

7. Arsenius Terrill (68) 352 

Roberson Mtn Rd.  

Narrows, VA  24124  

(C) (540) 922-6281 
(city of Galax and the counties of Bland, 

Carroll, Giles, Grayson, Pulaski, Smyth and 

Wythe) 

 
 
 
 

8. Les Clevinger (164)  

PO Box 4 

Pounding Mill, VA 24637 

(C) (276) 963-0743 

(cities of Bristol and Norton and the counties of 

Buchanan, Dickenson, Lee, Russell, Scott, 

Tazewell, Washington and Wise) 

 
 

 
9. Cody Rush (59) 

1636 Union Valley Road 

Riner, VA 24149 

(C) (540) 938-6757 

(cities of Clifton Forge, Covington,  
Radford, Roanoke and Salem and the  
counties of Allegheny, Botetourt, Craig, 
Montgomery and Roanoke) 

 

 
 

10. Mike Gogan (16)  

16780 Wyatts Way  

Huddleston, VA 24104  

(C) (804) 477-5487 

(cities of Bedford and Lynchburg and the 

counties of Amherst, Appomattox, Buckingham, 

Campbell, Cumberland, Nelson and Bedford) 

 

 
 

11. Jim Walsh (244) 2515 

Black Burn Rd. Glen 

Allen, VA 23060 (H) (804) 

928-5461 

(cities of Colonial Heights and Richmond and 

the counties of Amelia, Chesterfield, Henrico and 

Powhatan) 

 
 
 

REGISTRAR: 

Denis Confer (57) 

1522 Olde Mill Creek Drive 

Suffolk, VA 23434-2319 

(C) (757) 403-4261 

registrar@vaboysstate.org 

 

12. Johnny Baker (320) 

19628 Anerson Mill Road 

Beaverdam, VA 23015 

(C) (540) 273-1544 

(city of Fredericksburg and the counties of 

Caroline, Essex, King George, Lancaster, 

Middlesex, Northumberland, Richmond, 

Spotsylvania and Westmoreland) 

 

 
13. Richard Eaton (2003) 

3391 Gloverdale Road 

Bremo Bluff, VA 23022  

(H) (434) 842- 6618 

(city of Charlottesville and the counties of 

Albemarle, Fluvanna, Goochland, Greene, 

Hanover, Louisa, Madison and Orange) 

 

 
 

14. Eddie Humes (188)  

3120 Harnes Lane 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

(C) (540) 421-4434 

(cities of Buena Vista, Harrisonburg, 

Lexington, Staunton and Waynesboro and the 

counties of Augusta, Bath, Highland, 

Rockingham and Rockbridge) 

 

 

15. Bill Germelman (21) 

201 Fox Drive 

Winchester, VA  22601 

(C) (540) 323-0985 

(city of Winchester and the counties of 

Clarke, Frederick, Page, Shenandoah and 

Warren) 

 
 

 
16. Michael Wilson (72) 

5605 Raider Drive 

Warrenton, VA  20187  

(C) (540) 935-4669 

(cities of Manassas and Manassas Park 

and the counties of Culpeper, Fauquier, 

Loudoun, Prince William, Rappahannock 

and Stafford) 

 
 

 
17. Michael Kimlick (177)  

10405 Heritage Landing Road 

Burke, VA 22015 

(C) (703) 328-5151 

(cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls 

Church and the counties of Arlington and 

Fairfax) 

mailto:registrar@vaboysstate.org

