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Featured Interview 
Brian Hemphill, President of Radford University 
Interview and Report By Chris Oglesby 
 
Q: “Hello sir, my name is Chris Oglesby, and I was born in Houston Texas. However, I am 
fortunate enough to live in the great Commonwealth of Virginia now. I was hoping that you could 
introduce yourself and tell us about what you do to serve the Commonwealth of Virginia.  
A: “Yeah, I’m Brian Hemphill, and I’m the president of Radford University, and I’m truly honored to have 
the opportunity to focus on producing the citizenry that we need to serve the Commonwealth and be able 
to lead for the future.”  
  
Q: “Yes sir, in your opinion as for the president, what is an essential component of education at 
the collegiate level in preparing students for the workforce and for the life that’s ahead of them?”  
A: “Yeah the most important thing is having students come to the university, be focused and serious 
about what they want to pursue and then find their passion. Once they find their passion, it does not work. 
Whether their passion is in the sciences, health, mathematics, or business. But find that passion and 
pursue that and then all of a sudden it becomes something that they get excited about every day when 
they walk into a classroom and prepare for the world that they’re going to work, lead, and serve in.”  
  
Q: “Yes sir, what is like for you to have the honor and the responsibility of satisfying the passion 
of those students who want to learn? What is it like to be in the position that you’re in?  
A: “It’s a great feeling because I understand what the end gain will be for many of our young men and 
young women. And it’s truly an honor to be able to prepare them, knowing the leadership that we need. I 
mean we just heard from Delegate Anderson about the importance of giving back and serving the 
community, and these are young men and young women that will do that with great pride for many years. 
So it’s an honor to be able to provide that guidance and that leadership for them.”  
  
Q: “Awesome. Thank you so much, President, - one more question. What was the key to your 
success? Kind of your journey in life that brought you to your position of authority that you’re in 
now… What would you attribute your success to?  
A: “I would say a lot of prayer of my parents for one. But another was real - every opportunity that was 
given to me - I worked hard. I spent a lot of time, a lot of energy working with the common belief that there 
will always be someone more talented in a given area. But I didn’t believe that anyone could outwork me. 
I didn’t believe anyone would be willing to put in the time, the hours, and focus. So that has been 
something that has been very beneficial for me from a professional standpoint.”  
  
Q: “Yes sir that’s very inspirational. There’s a verse that talks about that it says, ‘Whatever you 
do, work at it with all your heart as working for the Lord, not for men,’ and I feel like you embody 
that so it’s humbling and inspirational. Thank you.”  
A: “Thank you.”  
  
Q: “Thank you for your time.”  
A: “Yes sir, thank you. I appreciate you.” 
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