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A Proud History

The youth movement known as Boys State was originally sponsored by the American 
Legion to counteract Pioneer Camps which were being conducted in the United States by 
the Nazi Freedom Foundation.  Pioneer Camps taught that, although the democratic form of 
government has served its purpose well, it was outdated and should be replaced by a fascist 
form of government.  Legionnaires in Illinois decided to organize schools to teach youth the 
American way of life.  They wanted to develop some type of educational program giving youth 
a better understanding of our system of government and to instill in them ways to preserve 
the freedoms we have under our democratic way of life.

The Americanism Committee of the American Legion of Illinois obtained use of the 
State Fairgrounds for a week in June 1935.  The Legion contacted the high school principals 
in their state and asked them to select junior class leaders to attend a new program to study 
the Constitution and government of the State of Illinois.  During that week the delegates were 
asked to suggest a name for the new program.  The name Boys State was suggested and 
unanimously adopted.  On completing a course of study based on American values and an 
in depth study of local and state government structure the program was approved by the 
American Legion National organization and given the name Boys State.

Other States followed Illinois and developed Boys State programs based on their 
respective constitutions and governmental structures.   In 1939 the American Legion 
Department of Virginia, with the cooperation of Virginia Polytechnic Institute, organized the 
Old Dominion Boys State.  In 1956 the name was changed to The American Legion Boys 
State of Virginia.  It has been held during the month of June every year since 1939 with the 
exception of the war years of 1942-1945.
	 The	Boys	State	program	has	been	developed	and	refined	on	the	assumption	that	youth	
can best learn by doing.  The curriculum is patterned after actual mechanics of the state 
and local governments in Virginia.  Divided into 16 separate cities, the citizens elect mayors, 
delegates,	senators,	judges,	and	city	officials	to	carry	out	the	duties	of	each.		They	are	divided	
into	two	political	parties	and	each	party	selects	nominees	for	the	state	offices	of	Governor,	
Lieutenant	Governor	and	Attorney	General.		The	winning	candidates	form	a	micro functioning	
state government which crafts and passes laws.  The laws passed by the assembly and 
signed by the governor are presented to the assembled citizens during the last assembly 
before graduation.  All graduates take with them an understanding of the democratic process 
and the way Virginia government works.

Boys State is not just concerned with the government process, but is also concerned 
with the well-rounded citizen.  With that in mind a complete activities program is included.
There are organized sports, a band, a choir, a daily newspaper and educational programs 
other than government.  There is also a talent show which gives the boys a chance to show 
off their skills and talents.

The Boys State program is staffed entirely by volunteers who devote at least one full 
week of their time (vacation or otherwise) to the program.  Some give more time during the 
year to develop and plan for a successful Boys State experience.



Citizens Arrive

A bus load of Citizens arrive from the Danville Area.

Ethan Witt and fellow Boys Stater get a lift to their City. Boys	States	first	year	at	Radford	University	and	everyone	gets	a	
“RU”	penant

Paul Bothnell and others join the registration line. Migel Pineda from Lee City being issued two shirts for the week.



Cities Organize

Freddie	Harris	and	David	Guckian	study	the	“Flag	Book” Counselor Wells Fargo presents a Badge to newly elected 
Stuart City Sheriff Jonathan Meyer

Joshua Deem Checks into the City of Marshall Carder	Yursaitis	and	Caleb	Rose	decide	who	makes	the	“Flag	
team”	of	citizens	over	6	Feet	tall.

David	Sufitchi	and	friend	going	to	their	City



Opening Session

Counselor	Mark	Seavey	and	Assistant	Director	Ike	Kelly	demonstate	Proper	Respect	for	the	Flag	during	the	Pledge.

Radford	University	President	KyleBoys State Director Michael Harris Rear	Admiral	Cobb	(Ret.)

Patrick	Gelbach,	Cameran	Hines,	Jason	Housieritis,	Linden	Alus	and	Ashwin	Moralis	
singing	the	“Boys	State	Song”

Danny Niez leads the  Pledge of 
Allegiance



City Meetings and Elections

Boys	State	Board	of	Elections:	Marty	Glenn,Taylor	Smith,	Logan	Harrison Samuel Winters and Cody Dulian inspecting 
Ballot Boxes.

Making a thoughtful choice  Miles Braxton completing his voter registration

The	Mayors	as	they	are	taking	the	Oath	of	Office.	



General Assembly Members Visit

Del.	Rich	Anderson Speaker William Howell Sen. Phillip Puckett

Del.	R.P.	“Dickie”	Bell Sen. Creigh Deeds Del. Jim LeMunyon

Del.	Nick	Rush Del. Joe Yost Sen. John Edwards



The Governor Visit

Hon.	Robert	McDonnell:	Governor	of	Virginia.

David	Reniman	asking	the	Governor	a	question.

The	Governor	met	with	the	citizens.

Matt	Watts	posing	a	question	to	Governor	McDonnell.

Trooper.	Flowers,	Trooper.	Zirkle,	Sr.	Trooper	Hubert,	Sgt.	Cochran,	and	Trooper	Heath	escort	Governor	McDonnell.

Franklin	Gergoudis,	Hakeem	Kamara,	Governor	
McDonnell and Willam Smith.



The Lieutenant Governor Visit

Lt.	Governor	Bolling	signs	autographs	for	Aidan	Houston,	and	
Talton O’Neal.

Snapping	a	photo	with	Lt.	Governor	Bolling.

The	Lt.	Governor	poses	with	Radford	President	Kyle	and	Director	
Michael Harris.

Lt.	Governor	Bill	Bolling	addresses	the	Citizens	of	Boys	State.

Lt.	Governor	Bill	Bolling	addresses	the	attentive	crowd.

Senator	Jason	Huang	asks	the	Lt.	Governor	a	question.



Attorney General visits

Ryan	Frodge	has	a	photo	opportunity	with	the	Att.	General

The Hon. Ken Cuccinelli addresses Boys State.

Greating	a	Newly	elected	Mayor

Backstage	questions	from	a	Boys	State	Reporter	Braden	
Herman.

Juan Delarosa directing the Boys State Band



State Elections

Lt.	Govenor	Hakeem	Kamara	addressing	the	room.

Henry	City	Officers	of	Election.																																											
Truman Custer, Chistopher Howard-Woods, Michael Hammel.

Marshall City Party Convention Chairman Cody Davis.

William	Smith	being	sworn	in	as	Govenor	of	Boys	State.

Kevin Lam 

Attorney	General	Franklin	Geroudis	and	Justice	Benjamin	
Littlejohn



Party Conventions

Will Archer casts Bradley cities votes.Attorney	General	nominee	Brett	Dieringer.

Time keepers are essential to a fair debate.



Party Conventions

Attorney	General	Canidate	accepting	nomination.Justin	Gohrband	paying	close	attention	to	the	discussion.

Billy Howell discussing strategy.

Counselor Sutton assisting Federalist Chairman.

Counselor Seavy instructing Nationalist Chairman Dean Lee.



Legislative Sessions

Senate	Clerk	Gregory	Johnson	and	Sgt	at	Arms	Timothy	Garris.

Legislative Staff instructs joint session.

Jay Pearson assists House Clerk Samuel McCorkle.

The Clerk, Samuel McCorkle reads a bill, Delegate James Lynch making his point.



Legislative Sessions

Senator	Richard	Perry,	MacArthur,	making	a	point. “Roberts	Rules”	being	followed.

Majority Leader of the House Jordan Sisco stating his case. Committee meeting in progress.

Speaker	of	the	House	Elis	Cofield	yeilds	the	floor. President Pro Tempore Ben Fields arguing his point.



Speakers & Presentations

Sgt. 1st. Class James Flint 

Hon. Bruce Brown, Mayor of Radford

Mike Doucette (Lynchburg Comm. Atty)Judge Ed Burnette

Prison Warden William D. Jennings

K-9 Officer Wes Billings
Dept of Game & Inland Fisheries

Dr. Stephen Farnsworth

Mike Hemp City Manager Waynesboro

Morgan Irons
Oratorical Presentation & 

Girls State Liason

Prison Warden
Ben Wright



Retreat

Honors to the flag.

Band plays The National Anthem. Juan Delarosa leads the newly formed Boys State band.

The Voice of Retreat Post 16 Legionaires Maurce Millner and  Robert Caldwell 
demonstrate proper retirement of the Flag



Sports

Stuart Cities bowling team.

CPR is one of the most popular electives.

Nimitz and Henry cities make final moot court arguments before the Boys State Supreme Court

Basketball is one of the favorite sports.

Chris Olson making a good backhand.



Activities

Vollyball can be intense. Hon. Rich Anderson speaks about running for office.

Gerald Rhodes teaches Parliamentary Procedure. Flag Football down by the river 

Everyone loves Soccer.



Band and Chorus

Boys State Band

(Row 1) Juan Dela Rosa, Kamran Waterman, Evan Sizemore, Anthony Bailey, Alex Cambata.  (Row 2) Julio Mendez Cabrera, Nick 
Stern, Dylan Vrana, Stephen Redmon, Luke Balas, Trevor Motley, Zack Toothman, Ben Parker, Victor Canas, Jonathan Willing.  

(Row 3) Quincy McKoy, Dylan Boeckmann, Sean Hood, Charles Covington, Caleb Miller, Ethan Leavitt, Caleb Snyder, David Lewis, 
Benjamin LittleJohn.  (Row 4)  Jackson Sismour, Nick Norton, Thomas Stone, Caleb Bradleym, Tyler Parker, Bryan Raqui, Bradley 

Simmons, Matthew Chenault. (Row 5)  Thomas King, Jacob Stubbs, Max Tomlin, Daniel Rhoades, John Wade, Marcus Fussell, 
Darrand Williams, Cody French

Boys State Gentleman of Note

Benjamin Carr, Austin Gogal, Nick Robinson, Christian Wiskur, Patrick Koehr, John Shin, Anthony Romanello, Sam Robbins, 
Brendan Smith, Kevin Winder, Alec Dempewolf, Nick Mauricio, Peter Shaw, Brian Johnson, Robert Kenney, Tyler Yost, Taylor Crew, 
Jared Steigerwald, Brian Duong, Jason Housianitis, James Lynch, Cameron Mayes, Josh Waldron, Sam McCorkle, Christian Potter, 
George Booth, David Cottrell, Steven Dvomick, David Weaver, Adam Kelly, Brandon Simmons, Zachary King, C H Woods, Denek 
Johnson, Julian Prince, Ashton Sherman, Tyler Bozeman, Nick D’Addio, Michael Elishama, Aaron Dawley, Taylor Crew,  Ashwin 

Murali, Will Ashe, John Berry, Stephen Rice, Brett Peterson, Steven Dvornick, Benjamin Henderson, Scott Steinbrenner.



Special Groups

The Newspaper Staff

Branden Herman, Jackson Skeen, Daniel Vickers, Cam Buss, Stephen Amoruso, John Paul Ryan, Adam Kelly, Nathan Salle, Trevor 
Motley, Caleb Rose, Conor Roberson, Zach Toothman, Jake Harris, Cody Davis, Kirby Struhar

Boys State Chaplins

Brandon Hoffman, Richard Gannon, Christian Tinsley, Justin Wilson, Robbie McFiahee, Kirby Struhor, Devin Jones, Zachary King, 
Michael Larsen, Anthony Romanello, Alex Saluato, Anroux Mey, Christian Wiskur, Caleb Rose, Michael Johnson, Darrand Williams Jr. 



Talent Show

The Nights MCs Thomas Gomes and Michael Johnson

Tommy Wilson sings “Mack the Knife” Zach King leads the Boys in “Wagon Wheel”

Julian Prince, Anthony Skuff, Thomas Gomes, Will Archer, Jonathan Leonard, Michael Johnson, Scott Steinbrener, Peter Shaw, 
Victor Canas, Benjamin Littlejohn, Christopher Blankenship, James Stapleton, Zach King, Jethro Torczon, Mac McMullen, Stephen 

Redman, Chase Simpson, Ethan Purnell, Derek Johnson, Max Tomlin, Sam Tomlin, Sam Robbins, Jason Housianitis, James Lynch, 
Austin Gogal, Zack Toothman, Eli Lawrence, Walter Poe, George Booth, Anthony Bailey, Seare Farhat, Hakeem Kamara



Talent Show

Anthony Bailey Juggling by Eli Lawrence and Chase Simonsen

Victor Cañas orginal poem “A Man and his Idols”

Acca-Pershing and the Testostertones
Jason Housianitis, George Booth, James Lynch, Sam Robbins, William Ashe, Austin Gogal, Mac McMullen, Jethro Torczon

Max Tomlin plays Classical Guitar



Elected Boys State Officals

Supreme Court
Stephan Tang, Chase Baldwin, Benjamin Littlejohn, Jon Johnson, 

Grayson Jarvis,  Cameron Welke, James Moore

Chief Justice     
Steven Tang

Speaker of  t he House       
Ellis Cofield III

President Pro-Tem of the Senate 
Benjamin Fields

Governor                          
William Smith

 Lieutenant Governor 
Hakeem Kamara

Attorney General     
Franklin Gergoudis

Boys State Cabinet
Nicholas Snodgrass, Milan Bullock, Thomas Hyde, Michael 
Murry, Frank Long, Anthony Bailey, Beau Nickerson, Brett 

Dieringer, Matthew Riley, Kenneth France, Caleb Gum, Josh 
O’Neal, Jacob Miller, Benjamin Carr, William Ashe



House & Senate

Boys State House

Boys State Senate



Awards & Honors

Moot Court Winners from Henry
Sam Kesting, Bryce Campanelli, Kirby Struhar

Boys Nation
Jacob Nelson

Boys Nation
Galen Creekmore

Samsung Scholarship
Anthony Romanello Jr.

Boys Nation Alternate
Jason Huang

Boys Nation Alternate
William Archer
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Elections and  Appointments
OFFICERS OF BOYS STATE
GOVERNOR: William Smith

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR: Hakeem Kamara
ATTORNEY GENERAL: Franklin Gergoudis 

CANDIDATES FOR GOVERNOR CANDIDATES FOR LT. GOVERNOR CANDIDATES FOR ATT. GEN.
William Smith (F) Hakeem Kamara (F) Franklin Gergoudis (N)
Jacob Miller Kevin Lam Brett Dieringer
David Cottrell
Justin Wilson

BEST CITIZEN MAYORS CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES
BRADLEY – Ellis Cofield III  BRADLEY – Chad Metzger BRADLEY – Jonathan Towne  
BURKE – Brandon Hoffman  BURKE – Michael Krug BURKE – Henry Rihn 
EISENHOWER – Chad Clark  EISENHOWER Alberto Post EISENHOWER – Chad Clark
HENRY – Kirby Struhar  HENRY – Bryce Campanelli HENRY – Scott Steinbrenner
JACKSON –Nathan Salle  JACKSON – William Rambin JACKSON – Hanson Cook
JAMES – Joshua Waldron  JAMES – Samuel Robbins JAMES – Markus Perry
LEE – Brendan Smith  LEE – Brendan Smith LEE – Daniel Rasnick
MACARTHUR – Kevin Lam  MACARTHUR – Miles Braxton  MACARTHUR – Galen Creekmore
MARSHALL – Jonathan Leonard MARSHALL Philip Maxwell MARSHALL – McLain Faett   
MAURY – Troy Springer  MAURY – John Magnusson MAURY – Carlton Jones
NIMITZ – Paul Bothwell  NIMITZ – Nema Djavadi NIMITZ – Manuel Reyes
PATTON – Jacob Miller  PATTON – Zachary Hughes PATTON – Jake Spaldling
PERSHING –Jethro Torczon  PERSHING – Jonah Blas PERSHING –  
PULLER – Robert Torrez  PULLER – James Halasz PULLER – Kory Davis
STUART – Hakeem Kamara  STUART – Peter Trieu STUART – Stephan Chain
WASHINGTON – Samuel Carpenter WASHINGTON – Damien Thomas WASHINGTON – Morrise Queirolo

BOYS NATION SUPREME COURT JUDGES STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Jacob Nelson Stephan Tang – Chief Justice  Martin Glenn, Chairman
Galen Creekmore Chase Baldwin  Logan Harrison , Vice Chairman
Jason Huang –1st Alternate  Benjamin Littlejohn   Taylor Smith, Secretary
William Archer – 2nd Alternate Jon Johnson

Grayson Jarvis
Cameron Welke
James Moore

SENATE
PRESIDENT PRO-TEMPORE: Ben Fields  MINORITY LEADER: Jacob Nelson   
MAJORITY LEADER: Samuel Carpenter  SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Timothy Garris
CKERK: Greg Johnson   CHAPLAIN: John Wynne

    
BRADLEY CITY BURKE CITY  EISENHOWER CITY HENRY CITY  
Timothy Garris Conner Liggett   Frank Long Sam Kesting  
Michael Sanders Stephen Read  Bailey Bloxsome James Stapleton

JACKSON CITY JAMES CITY LEE CITY MACARTHUR CITY
Jared Bagwell Caleb Gum  Brett Peterson Richard Perry
Nojan Hajiabbassi Alexander Karimi Dongmin Shin Nicholas Pradhan

MARSHALL CITY MAURY CITY NIMITZ CITY PATTON CITY  
Jacob Nelson John Wynne David Shelley Jackson Skeene
James Shaw Benjamin Fields Matthew Cullom Benjamin Whetzel

PERSHING CITY PULLER CITY STUART CITY WASHINGTON CITY  
Gregory Johnson Joseph Brown  Andrew Castilla  Samuel Carpenter
Jethro Torczon Aarron Braxton  Jason Huang  Anthony Skaff

GOVERNOR’S CABINET
Chief of Staff: Nicholas Snodgrass

Chief Jobs Creation Officer: Milan Bullock
Counselor & Senior Policy Advisor to the Governor: Thomas Hyde

Secretary of Administration: Michael Murry   Secretary of Health & Human Resources: Kenneth France   
Secretary of Agriculture & Forestry: Frank Long  Secretary of Natural Resources: Caleb Gum  
Secretary of Commerce  &Trade: Anthony Bailey Secretary of Public Safety: Josh O’Neal
Secretary of the Commonwealth: Beau Nickerson Secretary of Technology: Jacob Miller   
Secretary of Education: Brett Dieringer  Secretary of Transportation: Benjamin Carr
Secretary of Finance: Matthew Riley Secretary of Veterans Affairs/Homeland Security: William Ashe  

      



General Assembly 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE: Elis Cofield                                      CLERK: Samuel McCorkle
MAJORITY LEADER: Jordan Sisco        SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: AJ Holliday
MINORITY LEADER: Richard Tan        CHAPLAIN: Anroux Mey

BRADLEY CITY   BURKE CITY   EISENHOWER CITY  HENRY CITY
Malachi Maness   Kyle Coyne   Matthew Anderson   AJ Holliday
Brandon McKay   Christian Ellis   Brant Manning   Payton Palmerton
John Montgomery III   Clifton Cole Jr   Hayden Rice    Caleb Cruey
Ellis Cofield iii   Andrew Difrancisco   Tyler Reskovac   Samuel McCorkle
Jacob Stubbs   Michael McMullen   Jordan Sisco   Harvey Waters Jr

JACKSON CITY   JAMES CITY   LEE CITY   MACARTHUR CITY 
Kyle Cruey    Christopher Olson   Victor Canas   Daniel Buckley
Luke Farienholt   Matthew Riley   Thomas Dabney   R yan Perera
Thomas O’Brien   Sean Hood    Nader Maharmeh   Christopher Delaughter
Chris Serrano   Jacob Nerad   Jacob Pomeranz   Richard Gannon
Christopher von Spakovsky  John Shrader   Matt Reilly    Joshua Rehm   
    
MARSHALL CITY   MAURY CITY   NIMITZ CITY  PATTON CITY
Christopher Dalton   Iain Encarnacion   John Boris    Daniel Murphy
Joshua Deem   Trevor Jenkins   C ameron Mayes   Tyler Sanders
Noah Baker   Anroux Mey   Tyler Minson   Christopher Perreault
David Guckman   Zachary Criswell   Tyler Yost    Luc Sasseville
Nicholas Pace   John Svendsen   Todd Johnson   Timothy Tran

PERSHING CITY   PULLER CITY   STUART CITY  WASHINGTON CITY
James Lynch   James Reid   Thomas Fricke   Nicholas Balbontin
Edmund Biringer   Richard Tan   David Rigby   Kenneth Rau
Chad Flood   Thomas Hyde   Kyle Canady   Thomas Boswick
Dalton Luffey   Robert Torrez   Michael Emmanuel   Evan Pfab
Robert Walker  Joseph Widrig   Kevin Winder   Amit Verma

OFFICERS OF ELECTION

BRADLEY CITY   BURKE CITY   EISENHOWER CITY  HENRY CITY
Caleb Stipes   Christopher Endries   John McCormick   Truman Custer
Michael Larsen   Henry Rian   Taylor Smith   Christopher Howard-Woods
David Grant   Robert Morrison   Bruce Schlegel   Michael Hammel

JACKSON CITY   JAMES CITY   LEE CITY    MACARTHUR CITY
Nathan Miller   Irvin Hernandez   Marty Glenn   Cody Dulinf
Jordan Neely   Logan Harrison   Kevin Abbed   Samuel Winters
Matthew Pilsch   Alexander Zulauf   Ryan Sylvia   John Wade

MARSHALL CITY   MAURY CITY   NIMITZ CITY  PATTON CITY
Matthew Herrmann   Chance Stickley   Matthew Chenault   Charles Newton
William Keesee   Benjamin Bickman   Andrew Hice   Ryan Freiwald
Andrew Carinci   Darien James   Clayton Neal   Chad Tayler

PERSHING CITY   PULLER CITY   STUART CITY   WASHINGTON CITY
Ashton Sherman   Kevin Napier   Daniel Collins   Nathan Perrot  
Ryan Sims    Alex Cochran   Darren Frye   Steven Krejci
Dion Lassiter   Tristan Buckner   Brendan O’Connor   Tyler Wood

PARTY CONVENTION CHAIRMAN

BRADLEY CITY   BURKE CITY   EISENHOWER CITY   HENRY CITY
William Archer   Dawson Connell   Darren Gary   Ja’Michael Singh  
Stephen Sholl   Benjamin Carr   Preston Custer   Clay Schoeffel

JACKSON CITY   JAMES CITY   LEE CITY    MACARTHUR CITY
Michael O’Mara   Justin Guld   Nick Bertini   Marc Thibodeau
Travis Swann   Joshua Waldron   Kole Tyson   Christopher Johnson

MARSHALL CITY   MAURY CITY   NIMITZ CITY  PATTON CITY
Gavin Graham   Zachary Kegley   Lucas Colley   Jabob Nguyen
Cody Davis   Orion Bloom   Andrew Laffosse   Ryan Stanley

PERSHING CITY   PULLER CITY   STUART CITY   WASHINGTON CITY
Mitchell Popielec  Alexander Salvato  Daniel Mason   Aaron Smith
Steven Simon   Eric Tejada   Brendan O’Connor  Brad Smith

                                                                     CONVENTION CHAIRMAN   
Federalist – Joshua Waldron Nationalist – Dean Lee



1939 - George Spencer
Narrows

1940 - Allen Webb
Portsmouth

1941 - Lewis Tyree
Newport News

1942-
1945 -  Boys State Not Held

1946 -  J. B. Johnson
Osaka (Wise Co.)

1947 - Arnold Stallman
Vienna

1948 - Alton Thomas
Charlottesville

1949 - James Stokes
Kenbridge

1950 - Melvin L. Minnick, Jr.
Salem

1951 - Rudolph Woods
Chase City

1952 - Eugene Rawls
Bayside

1953 - Ross Fletcher
Arlington

1954 - Michael Durfee
Arlington

1955 - Robert Johnson
Richmond

1956 - Earl C. Dudley
Vienna

1957 - Reese Smith
Norfolk

1958 - Charles F. Porter
Portsmouth

1959 - David Vaughn Oceana
(Princess Ann Co.)

1960 - James K. Walters
Alexandria

1961 - Angus King
Alexandria

1962 - “Teddy” O’Toole
Baskerville

1963 - Harvey Bryant
Portsmouth

1964 - Donald Nelson
Fort Lee

1965 - Lester N. Ellis, Jr.
 Annandale

1966 - Stuart Lindsay
Rixeyville

1967 - T. Mitchell Willey
	 Springfield

1968 - M. Anderson Bradshaw
Norge

1969 - Wyatt G. Andrews
Norfolk

1970 - Bert  Tussing
Chesapeake

1971 - Douglas Carlton
Alexandria

1972 - David Urban
Lynchburg

1973 - Grady Hedgespeth
Virginia Beach

1974 - James C. Pittman
Richmond

1975	-	 Patrick	Warfle
Alexandria

1976 - Gary Malone
Richmond

1977 - Stephen Cooley
Fredericksburg

1978 - Gregory Brainerd
Virginia Beach

1979 - Ronald Adler
Reston

1980 - Lester D. Dunman, III
Pulaski

1981 - Andrew Lewis
Leesburg

1982 - Neal Naff
Boones Mill

1983 - Randall Reed
Hampton

1984 - Michael Crenshaw
South Hill

1985 - Russell Herkovich
Blacksburg

1986 - Lee Barnes
Suffolk

1987 - Jack Lake
Chesapeake

1988 - Joel Weiss
Lorton

1989 - Rodney Pressley
Yorktown

1990 - Eddie Hatrick
Leesburg

1991 - Brian Baker
Burke

1992 - Thomas Redd
Hampton

1993 - Christopher Yates
Falls Church

1994 - Milton Welch
Newport News

1995 - Dan Grattan
Vienna

1996 - Christopher Molino
	 Springfield

1997 - Josh Johnson
	 Bluefield

1998 - Jeeho Park
Fairfax

1999 - Matthew Wells
Mechanicsville

2000 - Hunter Hanger
	 Chesterfield

2001 - Milton Miller
Norfolk

2002 - Justin Roberts
Virginia Beach

2003 - Robert E. Cole
Hampton

2004 - Erik Carter
Heathsville

2005 - James Watson, Jr.
Suffolk

2006 - Samuel Bates
Richmond

2007 - Eric Hunter
Montclair

2008 - Clarence Bell
Pikesville, MD

2009 - John Asare
Richmond

2010- Devontae Green
Hampton

2011- Eugene Coleman
Alexandria

2012- James Payne II
Hampton

Past Govenors of Boys State



Schedule of Events
Sunday
11:00 Registration of Citizens
3:00 First City Meetings
4:45 Opening Assembly
5:45 Flag Courtesy
6:00 Dinner (Staggered by Cities)
7:30 Flag Lowering
7:45 Athletic Directors Meeting
8:00  Official Opening of the 71st session of The   

American Legion Boys State of Virginia
8:30 Keynote Address
8:30 Staff Meeting
9:30 City Meetings
10:30 City Reporters 1st Meeting
11:30 Lights Out 

Monday
7:00 Breakfast
8:30 Sick Call 
8:30 Instructional Session- “Training for City Sheriffs” 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services 
9:45  Instructional Session- “VA General Assembly” 
11:00 Wrap-Up – Hon. Members of General Assembly 
11:30 Pictures
12:00 Lunch
1:15 Instructional Session- Primaries vs. Convention 
2:30 Swearing-in Ceremony for Sheriffs 
2:35 Afternoon Activities 
5:00 Dinner
7:00 Flag Lowering 
7:00 Officers of Election Meeting 
7:30  Instructional Session ”Local Government in Vir-
ginia” 
8:45 City Meetings
11:30 Lights Out 

Tuesday
7:00 Breakfast
8:30 Sick Call 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services
9:00 Instructional Session “The Office of the Governor” 
9:30 City Elections: Mayors, Senators, and Delegates 
10:00  Instructional Session- “Virginia Judicial System” 
11:15 Announcement of Election Results- Mayors 
11:20 Swearing in of Mayors 
11:30  Election Results “Senators and Legislators” 
11:45  Training for Party Chairman” 
12:00 Lunch
12:00 Instructional Session-“The Office of Mayor” 
12:45 Organization of Boys State General Assembly 
1:15 Instructional Session-“The Office of the Attorney  
 General”
2:20 Instructional Session “Virginia General Assembly” 
3:30 Afternoon Activities 
6:00 Dinner
7:00 Flag Lowering/Flag Retirement 
7:30 Party Conventions 
7:30 Legislature in Session 
10:15 City Meetings 
11:30 Lights Out 

Wednesday
7:00 Breakfast
8:30 Sick Call 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services 
9:30 Instructional Session-     
 “The Office of Lieutenant Governor” 
10:45 Party Conventions (All Citizens not in Legislature) 
10:45 Legislature in Session 
12:00 Lunch
1:00 Legislature in Session 
1:00 Party Conventions (All Citizens not in Legislature) 
3:45 Afternoon Activities 
5:00 Dinner
7:00 Flag Lowering 

7:45 Legislature in Session 
7:45 Virginia State Troopers “K-9 Narcotics Show” and “Highway 
Safety in VA” 
8:00 Instructional Session- “Planning for Statewide Elections” 
8:45 Special Address “Chris Skinner” 
10:00 City Meetings 
11:30 Lights Out 

Thursday
7:00 Breakfast
8:30 Sick Call 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services 
9:30 Announcement of Supreme Court Justices 
9:35 Swearing in of Supreme Court Justices 
10:30 State Elections 
11:00 Special Address, Governor Robert McDonnell
12:05 Election Results 
12:30 Lunch
1:15 Legislation in Session and Inaugural Rehearsal 
1:30  Instructional Session- “Governor’s Cabinet” 
2:40  71st The American Legion Boys State of Virginia Inauguration
3:30 Afternoon Activities 
5:00 Moot Court Meeting
6:00 Dinner
6:30 Boys Nation Interviews 
7:00 Flag Lowering 
7:30 Oratorical Contest Winner 
8:00 Talent Show 
10:00 City Meetings 
11:30 Lights Out 

Friday
7:00 Breakfast
7:30 Sick Call 
7:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services 
9:30 Instructional Session –“Correctional Center” 
10:45 Legislature in Session 
10:45 Instructional Session –“Virginia Game and Inland Fisheries- 
12:00  The American Legion Boys State Board of Directors Meeting 
12:30 Lunch
1:45 Final Moot Court Arguments- Boys State Supreme Court 
3:00 College Day 
3:30 Afternoon Activities 
 The American Legion Night
5:00  Dinner 
7:00 Flag Lowering 
7:30 Boys State Parade 
8:05 Ruling in Moot Court Competition 
8:15 Report from Boys State Legislators 
8:30 Special Address – Outstanding Participant in Better Speaking 
8:45 Presentation of Samsung Award and Scholarships 
8:45 Announcement of The American Legion Boys Nation Selections 
8:50 Special Music Selection – Boys State Band and Chorus 
9:00  Graduation Program: Advancement of Colors- The American  

Legion Post 16: Recognition of Special Guests: 
10:00 City Receptions 
12:00 Lights out 

Saturday
7:00 Breakfast
8:30 Sick Call 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Service 
9:30 Special Musical Presentation – Boys State Chorus and Band 
9:50 Report to Boys State on Legislation Signed into Law – Boys 

State Governor 
10:00 Awards and Recognitions 
10:30 Farewell
11:00 Grand Finale – Boys State Band and Chorus 
11:30 Session Closed: Citizens Prepare to depart Liberty University 
12:00 Lunch
2:00 All areas closed 



Administrative Staff

Michael Harris
Director

Jared Phelps         
Chief City Counselor   
Director of Logistics

Ken Knight
Director of Operations

David Braun
Chief Inst. Counselor

Ike Kelley
Assistant Director

Larry Greene
Treasurer

Frenchie Burnett
Director of Other

Gerald Rhodes
Master of Ceremonies

Marty Rhyne
Yearbook Asst. Editor

Hakim Sutton 
Assistant Chief City 

Counselor

Chuck Cunningham
Media Coordinator

George Blume
Historian

Kathleen Lyons
Office	Coordinator

Ray Rhyne
Yearbook Editor

Jean Burnett
Nurse

Andrew Wilds
Photographer

Demas Boudreaux
Chorus Director

Chaplin

James Woods
 Athletic Director

Christopher Fens
Band Director

Linden Dixon
Registrar



Support Staff & Troopers

Administrative	Office	Staff:	Larry	Greene,	Ken	Knight,	Kathy	Lyons,	James	Flint,	Linden	Dixon

Senior Trooper Doug Hubert, Trooper Mike Heath, Trooper Steve Flowers, Trooper Kevin Zirkle, Sergeant Andy Cochran

Virginia	State	Legislative	Staff:	Nathan	Hatfield,	John	Garrett,	Jay	Pearson,	Jeff	Finch



Past Boys State Hall of Fame
1982
Glen Rardin
Andy Renick
Charles Crush
Arthur James
John Wicker

1983
Guy Pobst
Les Lam
Gates Richardson
Fritz Heller

1984
Tom Dobyns
Alvin Lyle

1985
Rodney Lester
Richard Poff
Sam Snow

1986
George Blume
George Whitley

1987
Carlyle Tiller
Henry Roughton

1988
Jim Pilley
Rex Tillotson
John Bright
Sidney Weil

1989
Dom	Scaffido
Joe Crouch

1990
Harold Purnell
John Blackwell
William Vest

1991
Stanley Ryan
Terry Plunk

1992
Phil Budahn
Lee Peters
Wilbur Walker
Emmett Burley

1993
Andy Bradshaw
Fred Schauss

1994
None Given

1995
Glen Conrad

1996
Joseph Hollerman

1997
Edwin Burnett
James Draper

1998
David Braun
L. F. Payne

1999
Thomas Starling

2000
Edwin Dentz
Lloyd Stacy

2001
Bruce Jamerson
Jack Rainey

2002
Harriet Williams

2003
Mike Harris

2004
Rev. Dr. Jerry Falwell

2005
Rick Foster

2006
None Given

2007
Robert Steele

2008
Elaine Kramer
Vera Bright
Roger Messier

2009
Curt Dickinson

2010
Larry Green
Ken Knight
Jarad Phelps

2011
Garland Ray Rhyne
Marty Rhyne






