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A Proud History

The youth movement known as Boys State was originally sponsored by the 
American Legion to counteract Pioneer Camps which were being conducted in the United 
States by the Nazi Freedom Foundation.  Pioneer Camps taught that, although the 
democratic form of government has served its purpose well, it was outdated and should 
be replaced by a fascist form of government. Legionnaires in Illinois decided to organize 
schools to teach youth the American way of life. They wanted to develop some type of 
educational program giving youth a better understanding of our system of government 
and to instill in them ways to preserve the freedoms we have under our democratic way of 
life.

The Americanism Committee of the American Legion of Illinois obtained use of 
the State Fairgrounds for a week in June 1935.  The Legion contacted the high school 
principals in their state and asked them to select junior class leaders to attend a new 
program to study the Constitution and government of the State of Illinois. During that 
week the delegates were asked to suggest a name for the new program. The name Boys 
State was suggested and unanimously adopted. On completing a course of study based 
on American values and an in depth study of local and state government structure the 
program was approved by the American Legion National organization and given the name 
Boys State.

Other States followed Illinois and developed Boys State programs based on their 
respective constitutions and governmental structures. In 1939 the American Legion 
Department of Virginia, with the cooperation of Virginia Polytechnic Institute, organized 
the Old Dominion Boys State.  In 1956 the name was changed to The American Legion 
Boys State of Virginia.  It has been held during the month of June every year since 1939 
with the exception of the war years of 1942-1945.
� 7KH�%R\V�6WDWH�SURJUDP�KDV�EHHQ�GHYHORSHG�DQG�UH¿QHG�RQ�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�
youth can best learn by doing. The curriculum is patterned after actual mechanics of the 
state and local governments in Virginia.  Divided into 16 separate cities, the citizens elect 
PD\RUV��GHOHJDWHV��VHQDWRUV��MXGJHV��DQG�FLW\�RI¿FLDOV�WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKH�GXWLHV�RI�HDFK���
They are divided into two political parties and each party selects nominees for the state 
RI¿FHV�RI�*RYHUQRU��/LHXWHQDQW�*RYHUQRU�DQG�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�7KH�ZLQQLQJ�FDQGLGDWHV�
form a micro functioning state government which crafts and passes laws. The laws 
passed by the assembly and signed by the governor are presented to the assembled 
citizens during the last assembly before graduation. All graduates take with them an 
understanding of the democratic process and the way Virginia government works.

Boys State is not just concerned with the government process, but is also 
concerned with the well-rounded citizen. With that in mind a complete activities program is 
included.  There are organized sports, a band, a choir, a daily newspaper and educational 
programs other than government. There is also a talent show which gives the boys a 
chance to show off their skills and talents.

The Boys State program is staffed entirely by volunteers who devote at least one 
full week of their time (vacation or otherwise) to the program. Some give more time during 
the year to develop and plan for a successful Boys State experience.



Citizens Arrive

Conner Pritchard arrives with his parents Daniel Pryor gets his Boys State T-shirts

Regis Paige checks into Pershing City 0DUF�5DERXUGLQ�DQG�(OLMDK�0RUHQR�VWXG\�WKH�ÀDJ�ERRN

The Boys from Post 290 in Stafford arrive



Opening Sessions

Chief City Counselor Steve Cox and the Flag Book The opening benediction by Cameron Brandon.

7DNLQJ�WKH�%R\V�6WDWH�3OHGJH�WR�EHFRPH�RI¿FLDO�FLWL]HQV

Welcoming remarks by American Legion Boys State of Virginia Director Ike Kelley

Deputy Director Robert O’Keefe 
swears in Boys State citizens



Opening Sessions

'HPRQVWUDWLQJ�SURSHU�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�ÀDJ

Keynote speaker, RADM Cobb

Chorus Director Demas Boudreaux directs the singing of the National Anthem

Radford University President         
Penelope Kyle

David Braun                                   
Chief Instructional Counselor 

Zachary Saul leads The band



City Meetings and Elections

City Party Politics

Deciding how to vote Tallying the votes

7KH�0D\RUV�WDNLQJ�WKH�2DWK�RI�2I¿FH�IURP�WKH�+RQ��0LFKDHO�'RXFHWWH��

Casting the ballot



General Assembly Members Visit

Del. Joe Yost

Del. R.P. “Dickie” Bell  Jeff Finch                                         
'HSXW\�&OHUN�9D��+RXVH�RI�'HOHJDWHV

Del.Sam Rasoul

Del. Nick Rush

Senator John Edwards recieves a pin for his 15 years of service to Boys State



The Governor Visit

*RYHUQRU�RI�9LUJLQLD��+RQ��7HUU\�0F$XOLIIH�

7KH�*RYHUQRU�DQG�WKH�H[HFXWLYH�EUDQFK�RI�%R\V�6WDWH

7KH�*RYHUQRU�ZLWK�WKH�%R\V�6WDWH�ERDUG�RI�HOHFWLRQV6KDULQJ�D�OHWWHU�IURP�*LUOV�6WDWH

7KH�*RYHUQRU�DQVZHUV�TXHVWLRQV



The Lieutenant Governor Visit

/W�*RYHUQRU��+RQ��5DOSK�1RUWKDP

$VNLQJ�D�TXHVWLRQ “Blue Shirt”

*XHVW�&RQGXFWRU 7KH�\HDU�RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�VHO¿H



Attorney General Visits

+HOSLQJ�7URRSHU�+HDWK�FHOHEUDWH�D�%LUWKGD\

9LUJLQLD�6WDWH�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�WKH�+RQ�0DUN�+HUULQJ

*HWWLQJ�D�%OXH�6KLUW

Boys State Newspaper reporter Signing an Autography

Taking Questions



State Elections

1DWLRQDOLVW�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�/W�*RY��&KULVWRSKHU�6HYHQ�VHHNV�WKH�%R\V�6WDWH�YRWH

,DQ�*UHHQH��1DWLRQDOLVW�3DUW\�&KDLUPDQ)HGHUDOLVW�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�*RYHUQRU��0LFKDHO�*LRYDQLHOOR��

Keeping candidetes to their time limit 0LFKDHO�-RKQV��)HGHUDOLVW�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO



Nationalist Party Convention

City party discussion Matthew Schaefer keeps track of the totals

&KXFN�&XQQLQJKDP�LQVWUXFWLQJ�SDUW\�FKDLUPDQ�,DQ�*UHHQH

*DWKHULQJ�YRWHV Reporting city vote numbers



Federalist Party Convention

Damien Taylor at the podium Consulting on vote totals

David Mollenkamp came prepared

Alec Westall reports the totals for Bradley city. Deal making in action



The Senate in Session

Defending a positionTaking a vote

Members of the Boys State Senate

Cities discuss bills they wish to introduce /W��*RYHUQRU�DQG�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�3UR�7HP



The House in Session

Taking a vote *HWWLQJ�JXLGDQFH�RQ�WKH�ZRUGLQJ�RI�D�ELOO�

0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�%R\V�6WDWH�+RXVH�

'HEDWLQJ�D�ELOO�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU Speaker of the house



Speakers & Presentations

Chris Skinner Sgt. 1st. Class James Flint 

+RQ��7RGG�+D\PRUH

.���2I¿FH�7UDYLV�)OLJKW
Virginia State Police

Bruce Brown, Mayor, Radford and the Radford City team

Commonwealth’s Attorney          
Michael Doucette

Nancy Rodrigues
Sectary of Administration

2I¿FHU�0DUN�%UHZHU��������������������
*DPH�DQG�LQODQG�)LVKHULHV

Dr. Steven Farnsworth



Flag 

7KH�+RQRU�*XDUG Role call

:H�OHDUQHG�WKH�SURSHU�ZD\�WR�IROG�D�ÀDJ

Flag retirement ceremonyCities come to attention

Singing the National Anthem



Sports

Moonlight Bowling

Three on Three Basketball Indoor Soccer

CPR is always a favorite



Activities

Tennis Anyone ?

Table Tennis

Vollyball is very competitiveFlag Football



Band and Chorus

Boys State Band

%R\V�6WDWH�*HQWOHPDQ�RI�1RWH



Special Groups

Boys State Chaplins



Talent Show

All demonstrated great talent

The Periodic Table Tune

One Fast “Cube” Making Beautiful Music



Talent Show

The Crowd responds to a great song

electric violinThe Bag Pipes

$�5HDGLQJ�IURP�6KDNHVSHDUH���³+$5.´ The night’s MCs



(OHFWHG�%R\V�6WDWH�2IÀFDOV

Supreme Court

Chief Justice     
Darnell Braxton

Speaker of  the House       
David Sandborn

President Pro-Tem of the Senate 
Alexander Sisco

Governor                          
Javon Calloway

 Lieutenant Governor 
Oakley Mize

Attorney General         
Harry Young IV

Boys State Cabinet



Inauguration

Speaker of the House presides Posting the colors

Sergeant-at-Arms

Attorney General takes the oathLt. Governor takes the oath

Governor takes the oath



Awards & Honors

Moot Court Winners from Washington
.

Boys Nation
Owen Kratowicz

Boys Nation & 
Samsung Scholarship

James Davis

Boys Nation Alternate
Jonathan Corbin

Boys Nation Alternate
Michael Marrow



Boys State Parade

7KH�+RXVH�RI�'HOHJHWHV The Supreme Court marches 

The Band marches on.

%R\V�6WDWH�+RQRU�*XDUG The Executive Branch marches by



American Legion Night

Director Ike Kelley welcomes all to Legion Night

&RPPDQGHU�*HUDOG�5KRDGV

Better speaking award winner, Joseph Nelson

Senator Isaac Weintz delivers the Senate report

'HOHJDWH�-HVVH�5H\QROGV�UHSRUWV�RQ�WKH�+RXVH



American Legion Night

Robert O’Keefe presents James Davis with the Samsung 
Schlorship Award

Boys Nation winners

3RVW����+RQRU�*XDUG�SRVWLQJ�WKH�FRORUV

%R\V�6WDWH�+DOO�RI�)DPH�6HOHFWHH�)DUJR�:HOOV



$PHULFDQ�/HJLRQ�%R\V�6WDWH�2IÀFLDOV

Ike Kelley
Director of Boys State

Linden Dixon
President Boys State 

Board of Directors

Gerald Rhoads
American Legion

Department 
Commander

American Legion Boys State of Virginia Board of Directors
Front Row L-R: Bill Stramm, Robert O’Keefe, Ken Knight, Frenchie Burnette, Sam McPherson

6HFRQG�5RZ���/DUU\�*UHHQH��)DUJR�:HOOV��5REHUW�%RUNRYLFK��-DVRQ�0DQOH\��0DWW�+DUWPDQ��6WHYH�&R[��,NH�.HOOH\��/LQGHQ�'L[RQ���
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������� *HRUJH�6SHQFHU
Narrows

1940 - Allen Webb
Portsmouth

1941 - Lewis Tyree
Newport News

1942-
1945 -  Boys State Not Held

1946 -  J. B. Johnson
Osaka (Wise Co.)

1947 - Arnold Stallman
Vienna

1948 - Alton Thomas
Charlottesville

1949 - James Stokes
Kenbridge

1950 - Melvin L. Minnick, Jr.
Salem

1951 - Rudolph Woods
Chase City

1952 - Eugene Rawls
Bayside

1953 - Ross Fletcher
Arlington

1954 - Michael Durfee
Arlington

1955 - Robert Johnson
Richmond

1956 - Earl C. Dudley
Vienna

1957 - Reese Smith
Norfolk

1958 - Charles F. Porter
Portsmouth

1959 - David Vaughn Oceana
(Princess Ann Co.)

1960 - James K. Walters
Alexandria

1961 - Angus King
Alexandria

1962 - “Teddy” O’Toole
Baskerville

������� +DUYH\�%U\DQW
Portsmouth

1964 - Donald Nelson
Fort Lee

1965 - Lester N. Ellis, Jr.
 Annandale

1966 - Stuart Lindsay
Rixeyville

1967 - T. Mitchell Willey
� 6SULQJ¿HOG

1968 - M. Anderson Bradshaw
Norge

�������� :\DWW�*��$QGUHZV
Norfolk

1970 - Bert  Tussing
Chesapeake

1971 - Douglas Carlton
Alexandria

1972 - David Urban
Lynchburg

������� *UDG\�+HGJHVSHWK
Virginia Beach

1974 - James C. Pittman
Richmond

������� 3DWULFN�:DUÀH
Alexandria

������� *DU\�0DORQH
Richmond

1977 - Stephen Cooley
Fredericksburg

������� *UHJRU\�%UDLQHUG
Virginia Beach

1979 - Ronald Adler
Reston

1980 - Lester D. Dunman, III
Pulaski

1981 - Andrew Lewis
Leesburg

1982 - Neal Naff
Boones Mill

1983 - Randall Reed
� +DPSWRQ

1984 - Michael Crenshaw
� 6RXWK�+LOO

������� 5XVVHOO�+HUNRYLFK
Blacksburg

1986 - Lee Barnes
Suffolk

1987 - Jack Lake
Chesapeake

1988 - Joel Weiss
Lorton

1989 - Rodney Pressley
Yorktown

������� (GGLH�+DWULFN
Leesburg

1991 - Brian Baker
Burke

1992 - Thomas Redd
� +DPSWRQ

1993 - Christopher Yates
Falls Church

1994 - Milton Welch
Newport News

�������� 'DQ�*UDWWDQ
Vienna

1996 - Christopher Molino
� 6SULQJ¿HOG

1997 - Josh Johnson
� %OXH¿HOG

1998 - Jeeho Park
Fairfax

1999 - Matthew Wells
Mechanicsville

������� +XQWHU�+DQJHU
� &KHVWHU¿HOG

2001 - Milton Miller
Norfolk

2002 - Justin Roberts
Virginia Beach

2003 - Robert E. Cole
� +DPSWRQ

2004 - Erik Carter
� +HDWKVYLOOH

2005 - James Watson, Jr.
Suffolk

2006 - Samuel Bates
Richmond

������� (ULF�+XQWHU
Montclair

2008 - Clarence Bell
Pikesville, MD

2009 - John Asare
Richmond

������ 'HYRQWDH�*UHHQ
� +DPSWRQ

2011- Eugene Coleman
Alexandria

2012- James Payne II
� +DPSWRQ

2013- William Smith
Kilarnock

������ +DUULVRQ�:DONHU
Buffalo Junction

Past Govenors of Boys State



Schedule of Events
Sunday 
11:00 Registration of Citizens
3:00 First City Meetings
4:45 Opening Assembly
5:45 Flag Courtesy
6:00 Dinner (Staggered by Cities)
7:30 Flag Lowering
7:45 Athletic Directors Meeting
8:00 Official Opening of the 72st session of 

The American Legion Boys State of Virginia
8:30 Keynote Address
8:30 Staff Meeting
9:30 City Meetings
10:30 City Reporters 1st Meeting
11:30 Lights Out 

Monday 
7:00 Breakfast 
8:30 Sick Call 
8:30 Instructional Session- “Training for City Sheriffs” 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services 
9:45 Instructional Session- “VA General Assembly” 
11:00 Wrap-Up – Hon. Members of General Assembly 
11:30 Pictures 
12:00 Lunch
1:15 Instructional Session- Primaries vs. Convention 
2:30 Swearing-in Ceremony for Sheriffs 
2:35 Afternoon Activities 
5:00 Dinner 
7:00 Flag Lowering 
7:00 Officers of Election Meeting 
7:30 Instructional Session ”Local Government in Virginia” 
8:45 City Meetings
11:30 Lights Out 

Tuesday 
7:00 Breakfast 
8:30 Sick Call 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services
9:00 Instructional Session “The Office of the Governor” 
9:30 City Elections: Mayors, Senators, and Delegates 
10:00 Instructional Session- “Virginia Judicial System” 
11:15 Announcement of Election Results- Mayors 
11:20 Swearing in of Mayors 
11:30 Election Results “Senators and Legislators” 
11:40 Swearing in of Senators & Delegates
11:45 Training for Party Chairman” 
12:00 Lunch
12:00 Instructional Session-“The Office of Mayor” 
12:45 Organization of Boys State General Assembly 
1:15 Instructional Session-Convention Process
3:00 Afternoon Activities 
6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Flag Lowering/Flag Retirement 
7:30 Party Conventions 
7:30 Legislature in Session 
10:15 City Meetings 
11:30 Lights Out 

Wednesday  
7:00 Breakfast 
8:30 Sick Call 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services 
9:30 Instructional Session-  

“The Office of Lieutenant Governor” 
10:45 Party Conventions (All Citizens not in Legislature) 
10:45 Legislature in Session 
12:00 Lunch
1:00 Legislature in Session 
1:00 Party Conventions (All Citizens not in Legislature) 
3:45 Afternoon Activities 
5:00 Dinner 
7:00 Flag Lowering 

7:45 Legislature in Session 
7:45 Virginia State Troopers 
8:00 Instructional Session- “Planning for Statewide Elections” 
8:45 Special Address “Chris Skinner” 
10:00 City Meetings 
11:30 Lights Out 

Thursday   
7:00 Breakfast 
8:30 Sick Call 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services 
9:30 Announcement of Supreme Court Justices 
9:35 Swearing in of Supreme Court Justices 
10:30 State Elections 
11:00 Special Address, Governor Robert McDonnell
12:05 Election Results 
12:30 Lunch
1:15 Legislation in Session and Inaugural Rehearsal 
1:30 Instructional Session- “Governor’s Cabinet” 
2:40 The American Legion Boys State of Virginia Inauguration
3:30 Afternoon Activities 
5:00 Moot Court Meeting
6:00 Dinner 
6:30 Boys Nation Interviews 
7:00 Flag Lowering 
7:30 Oratorical Contest Winner 
8:00 Talent Show
10:00 City Meetings 
11:30 Lights Out 

Friday 
7:00 Breakfast 
7:30 Sick Call 
7:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Services 
9:30 Instructional Session –“Correctional Center” 
10:45 Legislature in Session 
10:45 Instructional Session –“Virginia Game and Inland 

Fisheries- Part I and II 
12:30 Lunch
1:45 Final Moot Court Arguments- Boys State Supreme Court 
3:00 College Day 
3:30 Afternoon Activities 

The American Legion Night
5:00 Dinner 
7:00 Flag Lowering 
7:30 Boys State Parade 
8:05 Ruling in Moot Court Competition 
8:15 Report from Boys State Legislators 
8:30 Special Address – Outstanding Participant in Better 

Speaking 
8:45 Presentation of Samsung Award and Scholarships 
8:45 Announcement of The American Legion 

Boys Nation Selections 
8:50 Special Music Selection – Boys State Band and Chorus 
9:00 Legion Program: Advancement of Colors: 

Recognition of Special Guests: Boys State 
Hall of Fame announcements.

10:00 City Receptions 
12:00 Lights out 

Saturday   
7:00 Breakfast 
8:30 Sick Call 
8:45 Flag Raising 
9:00 Religious Service 9:30 Special Musical Presentation – 

Boys State Chorus and Band 
9:50 Report to Boys State on Legislation Signed into Law – 

Boys State Governor 
10:00 Graduation Program: Awards and Recognitions: 

Farewell 
11:00 Grand Finale – Boys State Band and Chorus 
11:30 Session Closed: Citizens Prepare to depart 
12:00 Box Lunch
2:00 All areas closed 



Administrative Staff

Ike Kelley
Director

Steve Cox             
Chief City Counselor   
Director of Logistics

Ken Knight
Director of Operations 
Master of Ceremonies

David Braun
Chief Inst. Counselor

Robert O’Keefe
Deputy Director

Larry Greene
Treasurer

Frenchie Burnett
Logistics

George Blume
+LVWRULDQ

Bob Brady
Logistics

Chuck Cunningham
Media Coordinator

Denise Kelley
Deputy Assistant

Kathleen Lyons
2I¿FH�&RRUGLQDWRU

Jean Burnett
Nurse

Andrew Wilds
Photographer

Demas Boudreaux
Chorus Director

Chaplain

Dr. Angie Edwards
 Athletic Director

Christopher Fens
Band Director

Linden Dixon
Registrar

Harriet Williams
2I¿FH

Al Hillman
Yearbook Editor



Support Staff & Troopers

6JW��$QG\�&RFKUDQ��6$�.HYLQ�=LUNOH��7URRSHU�0LFKDHO�+HDWK��7URRSHU�6WHYH�)ORZHUV��7URRSHU�5RGQH\�.LQOH\��7URRSHU�7UDYLV�)OLJKW

Legislative Staff                                                                 
Jeff Finch, Scott Maddrea  

2I¿FH�6WDII�������������������������������������������������������������������������
Jim Flint, Thomas Longuillo, Erik Campbell

Moot Court Staff                                                               
Stephanie Short, Erin Little, Andrew Stout, Fred Kellerman, 

Eric Branscom, not pictured Bobby Turk



Past Boys State Hall of Fame
1982
*OHQ�5DUGLQ
Andy Renick
Charles Crush
Arthur James
John Wicker

1983
*X\�3REVW
Les Lam
*DWHV�5LFKDUGVRQ
)ULW]�+HOOHU

1984
Tom Dobyns
Alvin Lyle

1985
Rodney Lester
Richard Poff
Sam Snow

1986
*HRUJH�%OXPH
*HRUJH�:KLWOH\

1987
Carlyle Tiller
+HQU\�5RXJKWRQ

1988
Jim Pilley
Rex Tillotson
John Bright
Sidney Weil

1989
'RP�6FDI¿GR
Joe Crouch

1990
+DUROG�3XUQHOO
John Blackwell
William Vest

1991
Stanley Ryan
Terry Plunk

1992
Phil Budahn
Lee Peters
Wilbur Walker
Emmett Burley

1993
Andy Bradshaw
Fred Schauss

1994
1RQH�*LYHQ

1995
*OHQ�&RQUDG

1996
-RVHSK�+ROOHUPDQ

1997
Edwin Burnett
James Draper

1998
David Braun
L. F. Payne

1999
Thomas Starling

2000
Edwin Dentz
Lloyd Stacy

2001
Bruce Jamerson
Jack Rainey

2002
+DUULHW�:LOOLDPV

2003
0LNH�+DUULV

2004
Rev. Dr. Jerry Falwell

2005
Rick Foster

2006
1RQH�*LYHQ

2007
Robert Steele

2008
Elaine Kramer
Vera Bright
Roger Messier

2009
Curt Dickinson

2010
/DUU\�*UHHQ
Ken Knight
Jarad Phelps

2011
*DUODQG�5D\�5K\QH
Marty Rhyne

2014
Robert “Bob” Brady
*RUG\�6PLWK
Kathleen Lyons






